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1 Col. V. 7, 


But we have this treaſure in earthen 
veſſels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not 


of us. 


THE apoſtle begins this chapter 
with declaring the comfort that 
he and other miniſters derived 

from the excellence of the work in which 
they were engaged, the miniſtration of 
the bleſſed Goſpel ; and from their faith- 
ful and upright endeavours in the diſcharge 
of it, ver. 1, 2. Heeing we have this mi- 
niſtry, as we have received mercy, we faint 
not: But have renounced the hidden things 
F diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, 
nor handling the word of God deceitfully ; 
but by manifeſtation of the truth, commend- 
th ourſelves to every man's conſtience in 


he fight of God. Whatever difficulties or 
diſcouragements they met with in their 
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way, the goodneſs of their cauſe, and the 


teſtimony of their conſciences effectually 
preſerved them from fainting. If their 
endeavours were unſucceſsful to ſome, they 


knew that this was not owing to any de- 


fect in the goſpel; but if it was hid, it 


was hid to them that were loſt. ver. 3. 
If they who attended upon it, were infen- 


ſible of its worth, and miſled of its ſa- 
ving efficacy, that was a ſuthcient evidence 
that they were yet among the loſt, and 


gave ground of fear leſt they ſhould be loſt 


for ever. He goes on in ver. 4. to ſhew 
the activity of Satan in increaſing the natu- 


ral blindneſs of mens minds; that he may 


prevent their ſeeing the light of the glori- 
ous Goſpel in its full luſtre, and by thar 


means hinder their hearty reception of it. 
But on the other hand, a greater than this 


cnemy of ſouls, the great God, who in the 


firſt creation commanded the light to ſhine 


out of darkneſs, and it did fo, hath ſhined 
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in our hearts who believe, to give the tight |: 


of the knowledge of the glory of God m 


the face of Feſus Chriſt. ver. 6. He hath 
effectually counteracted Satan, and taken 
the veil off our hearts, enabling us to diſ- 


cern his glory diſplayed in the Gofpel in | 


realizing light, ſo that we have firmly be- 
lieved it. But, ſays the apoſtle in the text, 
FP 5 e We 
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we have this treaſure in earthen veſſels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of 
God, and not of tis. As if he had ſaid, 


Though we have ſo excellent a miniſtry as 
| F the preaching of the Goſpel is; yet we, 
-» | who are employed in communicating this 
I treaſure to men, are but catthen veſſels : 
E And this is ſo ordered, that the excellen- 
_ | Cy of the power might be, or might ap- 
e | pear to be, of God, and not of men. 

4 Here are three heads of diſcourſe to o be 
& | a a little purſued, 

of # 1 The character given of the Goſpel, 
ay | that it is called a treaſure. 

wth] IL The deſcription of thoſe to whom 
at this treaſure is committed, in order to its 
Ko conveyance to others. This treaſure is in 
* Ig earthen veſſels. ME 

© 

ine | III. The reaſons, why God is pleaſed to 
ned | take this method for miniſtring the Goſpe! 
ght ; to men; wherein I ſhall not altogether 
in confine myſelf to the reaſon mentioned 
ach | in the text, but take in ſome others along 
ken | with that. 

diſ- After theſe things have been conſidered, 
in a ; will make application of the whole. 

be- , 5 . 
CE 4 I. I be- 
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| I. 1 begin with the character which is 
given of the Goſpel ; that it- is a treaſure. 
IWe have this treaſure, that of which he 
had been juſt ſpeaking, the light of the 
| knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
| of Jeſus Chriſt : The ſame which is elſe- 
' Where ſtiled the wnſearchable riches of 
' Chr:/?, Eph. iii. 8. Such things as eye had 
not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor had entred 
into the heart of man, till the ſpirit of God 
| revealed them by the Goſpel. 
| This Goſpel contains the diſcovery of 
2 full pardon for returning ſinners. ' A 
[ Lou of the greateſt fins, of all ſins; ſuch 
| a pardon, as not only diſchargeth from the 
ſentence of condemnation, but introdu- 
|| ceth into a ſtate of peace and friendſhip 
with God, Nom. v. 1. A pardon found: 
cd upon ſuch an atonement, as is every 
Way ſufficient to ſatisfy conſcience; the in- 
valuable blood of Jeſus Chriſt, Heb. ix. 
14. And maintained by his continual ap- 
{| Pearance as our advocate with the Father, 
I John ii. 1, 2. And ſuch a pardon ten- 
T3 to every creature upon faith in 
Chriſt, and a return by him to his heaven- 
ly Father. 
It comprehends a tender of grace every 
way ſufficient for us in our ur preſent weak and 
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impotent ſtate by ſin ; for it is the mini- 
ſtration of the Spirit, 2 Cor. iii. 6. All 
fulneſs is repreſented as lodged in Chriſt 
our Head, that out of his fulneſs we may 
receive grace for grace, John i. 16. Grace 
ſufficient for us, 2 Cor. xii. 9. That ſo we 
may be able to do all things, to which God is 
pleaſed to call us, #hro' Chriſt ſtrengthning 
us, Phil. iv. 13. And we are all encoura- 
ged to apply to God the common Father, 
to give his holy Spirit ſuitably to our vari- 
ous neceſſities, Luke xi. 13. 

The ſame Goſpel ſets open a way for 
our free and comfortable acceſs to God, 
and for the acceptance of our perſons and 
ſervices, while we are probationers ; en- 
couraging us to come with boldneſs to the 
throne of grace by the diſcovery of Chriſt's 
moſt perfect prieſthood, Heb. iv. 14, 16. 
And enabling us by the grant of the Spi- 
rit of adoption to cry, Abba, Father; and 
to come to God with the diſpoſition of 
children. And animating us by repreſenta- 
tions of God which are of the moſt inviting 
nature, as our Father, and as the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

Proviſion is alſo made by the Goſpel for 
our moſt effectual ſupport under all the un- 
eaſineſſes of the preſent life. We have the 


pattern of a ſuffering Saviour ſet in view ; 
which 


is given us, that all ſhall work together for 


(8) 


which may contribute farther to quiet us 
under any ſufferings that are made our lot, 
than the example of the beſt man in the' 
world beſides, Heb. xii, 3. And at the 
ſame time we are aſſured of the compaſ- 
ſion of an exalted Saviour in every pre- 
ſent exerciſe, Heb. iv. 15. And ſecurity 


our good, Rom. Vii. 28. LS 
To crown all, eternal life is ſet before 
us, and an everlaſting inheritance in rever- 
ſion for creatures dying, as we all are, out 
of this world ; a happineſs repreſented by 
treaſure in heaven, riches of glory, and by 
every deſcription fit to engage the hope 
and the joy of a reaſonable creature. 
Now the Goſpel, which contains all 


this, may eminently be called 4 freaſure 


upon 7wo accounts. 

1. Becauſe of the ſuperior excellence of 
theſe bleſſings to any other. This inſtruc- 
tion is far preferable to ver, and this 
knowledge better than choice gold: It is 


better than rubies ; and all the things that 


may be deſired, are not to be compared to it, 


Prov. viii. 10,11. Though we ſhould have 
all the world without a pardon, it muſt. 
leave us miſerable in the event of things; 


but bleſſed is the man, whoſe iniquities are. 
forgiven, Pſal. xxxii. 1, How deplorable 
muſt” 


* 


FE 
muſt our caſe be, if we ſhould be left 
alone to conflict with all our ſpiritual ene- 
mies, and to engage in the various duties 
of the Chriſtian race, without any hope of 
relief and help from above, when we are 
become ſo far without ſtrength ! How un- 


_ comfortable would the ſtate of a ſoul be, 
that is recovered to the loye of God, with- 


out ſight of a way for free and chearful ac- 
ceſs to him! How ill could we want the 
ſupports of Chriſtianity in the trials of our 
pilgrimage! And eſpecially, of how little 
avail would all be that we now enjoy to 


make us happy, if we had no ſatisfactory 


proſpect beyond death! But theſe bleſſings 
make a truly excellent treaſure, becaule 


they are the greateſt and the beſt in them- 


ſelves, and moſt directly ſuited to our prin- 


1] cipal neceſſities. 


2. Becauſe of the variety and abundance. 
of theſe benefits. The Goſpel propoſes 


not to us a ſingle benefit, but a/l ſpiritual 
1 bleſſi, mgs in beavenly things in Chriſt Jeſus. 
1 Eph. i. 3. Pardon and grace and acceſs 
to God, ſupports by the way and heaven 
at laſt, all concur to make up this treaſure. 
And every one of theſe is molt excellent 
in its kind. This is a trcalure inexhau- 
| ſtible, ſufficient to enrich all that have a 


ſhare in it, and to be a compleat proviſion 
| B for 
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ſupply all your need, according to the riches 


tation in Mat. xiii, 44. He will part with 


(1) 


for them. God, faith the Apoſtle, ſhall 


of glory by Chriſt Jeſus. Phil. iv. 19. 

The Goſpel therefore is juſtly to be 
eſteemed a treaſure: Or the bleſſings eon- 
tained in it may be conſidered as 4 trea- 
ſare hid in a field; which, when a man 
hath found, when he comes to diſcern 
their unſpeakable worth, he will for joy 
thereof go and ſell all that he hath, and 
buy that field; according to the repreſen- 


any thing, which he diſcerns to intertere 
with his participation, that he may ſecure 
an intereſt in ſuch a treaſure, God grant 
we may all (ct ſuch a value upon it. 


II. I proceed to conſider the deſcription 
given of thoſe, to whom this treaſure is 
committed, in order to its conveyance to 
others. We have it in earthen veſſels. 


We have it indeed, thanks be to God, in | 


our Bibles. It is not merely left to any 
ſort of men to convey it, but is more ſafe- 
ly depolited in the written word of God. 
And whatever becomes of the particular 


| perſons who miniſter it, yet the word of | 


the Lord endureth for ever. 1 Pet. i. 25. 
In the firſt ages of Chriſtianity it was more 
entirely lodged in carthen veſſels, with the 

inſpired 


: ELD 
2 inſpired teachers of it, till the New Tefta- 
ment was written. And yet even then 
this ſame Apoſtle Paul commends the Be- 
|! reans, that they ſearched diligently the 
Scriptures which they had, to {ce whether 
that which he ſpake was agreeable to them; 
becauſe it is a certain truth, that one reve- 
lation of God cannot contradict another. 
Acts xvii. 11. Much more now, in the 
ordinary ſtate of the Church, whatever 
your teachers deliver, you are obliged at 
the peril of your ſouls to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, whether the inſtructions they give 
you be out of that treaſure, or merely of 
their own heads. If they ſpeak not ac- 
| cording to this rule, it is becauſe there is 
no light in them. 
But yet from age to age this treaſure is 
MN | committed alſo to men, who are appointed 
not as lords of your faith, but as helpers of 
| your joy, to open and make a tender of 
this treaſure to you. When Chriſt aſcend- 
5 g ed on high, he gave gifts unto men; not 
any | only the pon gifts of Apoſtles and 
afc- | | Prophets, but the ordinary of paſtors and 
+} teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints, 
| | for the work of the miniſtry, for the ediſy- 
4 «| ing of the body of Christ and this, till the 
| Church {hall arrive at its perfect late. Eph. 
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only delivered the counſel of God himſelf, 
not only took care to ſend out Timothy as 


an cxtraordinary aſliſtant to him in his 
work; but to keep up a ſucceſſion in the 
miniſtry from age to age, he appoints, 
2 Tim. ii. 2. The things that thou haſt 


heard of me among many witneſſes, the ſame 
commit thou to faithful men, who ſhall be 
able to teach others alſo. 

This treaſure then, beſides the great re- 
politory of it, God's written word, is by 
divine appointment committed alſo mini- 


ſterially to men, waoſe peculiar buſineſs it 


is in every age to publiſh it to men. And 
this is God's ordinary method of convert- 
ing ſinners and of building up his Saints. 
Now the Apoſtle obſerves, that it is 
thus lodged in earthen veſſels. The per- 
ſons, whom God employs and makes uſe 


of for this ſervice, are but earthen veſlels. 


This character denotes in general, that 
they are of a like nature and condition 
with thoſe to whom they miniſter; not 
Angels, but ſons of Adam, whoſe body 
was formed out of the carth. Three things 
I apprehend may be intimated by this re- 
nanny in 

. The miniſters of the Goſpel have 
like natures with other men upon earth, 
and are liable to like {ſinful infirmities. 


4 
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They | 
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They are made of the ſame mold with 


their neighbours. Like the reſt of human 
race, they bring corrupt natures with them 


into the world: And even the beſt of 
them have their faults, their imperfections 
and blemiſhes; being, as is ſaid of E/ijah, 
men ſubject to like paſſions as others are, 


Jam. v. 17. There is a divine excellence 


in the meſſage which they bring, but much 


of human infirmity in the veſſel that con- 


tains it. If they are truly holy, yet they 
are holy but in part; they have earthly aſ- 
fections and inclinations, more or leſs of a 
body of indwelling fin to conflict with, as 
long as they dwell in the body. No 
preacher of the Goſpel beſide Chriſt him- 
ſelf, who came from heaven and is above 
all, was perfectly holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 
and ſeparate from ſinners: But he that is 
of the earth, is earthly. Fohn the Baptiſt 


_ faith that of himſelf in diſtinction from 


Chriſt. John iii. 31. And the ſame is 
true of all other miniſters. Tho' the truths 
they bring are heavenly, yet they have a 


part in them which is of the earth, and ſo 


in the tempers of their minds are in part 
carthly alſo. They have bodics to pro- 
vide for, are liable to be tempted, and 
have that in them which is too ſuitable to 
external temptation. 


4 2. They 


( 14 ) 

2. They are ſubje& to the inconvenien- 
ces and troubles of this earthly ſtate as 
well as others. The Apoſtle ſeems to 
have had this particularly in his eye in 
this character of earthen veſſels ; for the in- 


ſtances, which he immediately adds in ver. 


8, 9. are all of this kind; that they are 
troubled on every fide, perplexed, perſecu- 


ted, caſt down. There is no ſort of trouble, 


from which they are ſure to be exempted 

either of the common afflictions of life, or 
of ſufferings for righteouſneſs ſake. The 
Apoſtles had a very peculiar ſhare, and were 
eſteemed as the oft-ſcouring of all things. 


And indeed there are but few ages, where- 


in they who will be faithful are not expo- 
fed toas larger ſhare of trouble in the world 
than other Chriſtians. If perſecution comes, 
they are in the front, and generally the 
firſt and moſt violently attacked. And in 
the moſt quiet and peaceable times, they 
are commonly the moſt expoled to the re- 
proach and deriſion of the prophane, and 
to the various peeviſh humours even of 
good people; and muſt be content to paſs 
through good report and bad report, 
through honour and diſhonour. 

3. They are trail and fading creatures; 
brittle, and eaſily broke to pieces; return- 
ing, as well as others, to the duſt out of 

which 
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67 
which they were made. Tho' the word of 
the Lord cndureth for ever; yet miniſters, 


as well as the reſt of a//fleſh, are as graſs; 


and all their glory as the flower of graſs. 
The graſs withereth, and the flower there- 


of falleth away; as St. Peter ſpeaks with 


a ſpecial application to miniſters, 1 Pet. i. 


24. The Prophets da they live for ever? 


Zach. i. 5, Their lives are a very ſhort, 


uncertain,periſhing thing; as liable to mor- 
tality, as the graſs is to wither. Their lives 
may be ſhortened in the midſt of their way, 
by various diſtempers or unexpected occur- 
rences. At moſt, within a ſmall compaſs 


of years they come to be in the wane of 


life. Their ſtudies and labours frequently 


bring their decline faſter on than other 


people's. Whatever capacities they may 


have for uſefulneſs and ſervice, they have 
but a limited time of acting. The ſame, 


which is known to be true of them who 
went before us, will in a little time be 
true alſo of the preſent generation of mi- 
niſters; that the places, which once knew 
us, ſhall know us no more; that we ſhall 
go in and out no more before the congre- 
gations to which we miniſter ; that we 
Mall be capable of giving no more inſtruc- 
tions or warnings or counſels. Death will 
for ever ſtop our mouths, and diſmiſs us 
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out of our ſtations below. Weare at beſt but 
ciſterns, and ſhall ſoon be broken ciſterns, 
as others are already. We have a courſe 
to run, and a miniſtry to fulfil, which we 
have received of the Lord: But he alone 
knows the length of that courſe and the 
extent of that work. May we obtain mer 
cy of the Lord to finiſh our courſe with 
joy: And then come, Lord Feſus, come 
quickly. 0 e 


III. I proceed to enquire into the rea- 
ſons, Why God is pleaſed to take this me- 
thod of conveying the Goſpel to men, by 
ſuch earthen veſſels. Would not an An- 
gel from heaven be more likely to prevail? 
Would not one ſent from the dead more 
probably ſucceed, than a poor frail, dying 
creature, who is going to the grave? 

If we were able to give no other ac- 
count of the matter beſide this, that God 
hath choſen this method of treating with 
men about their everlaſting intereſts, that 
ought to ſatisfy us: And we ſhould be yery 
thankful, that he is pleaſed to take any way 
at all upon ſo kind a deſtgn. But when he 
hath actually taken this way, we may trace 
the foot-ſteps of his wiſdom and goodneſs. 
therein ; and obſerve ſome important rea- 
ſons, which are not only ſufficient to vin- 

| dicate 
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dicate this conduct of Providence, but 
which indeed ſeem to make it evident, 


that, all things conſidered, this was the 


moſt proper method to be taken with 


uẽs. The following conſiderations may be 
NE of to this] purpoſe. 


. This method carries leſs terror in it. 
If Re ready to ſay, that one of the 
heavenly hoſt or a departcd ſpirit would 
be bettcr, in truth we know not what we 
ſay. For theſe would be more likely to 
affright us, than to do us good. In our 
preſent mortal ſtate we could not well 
bear thoſe glorious appearances. We are 


told how the people of 1/rae/ were terri- 
| fied with ſome manifeſtations of the glo- 
ry of the other world; ſo that they | in- 
treated to receive the ſignifications of the 
mind of God by the hand of Moſes. Exod. 
Xx. 18, 19. When ſome reſemblance of 


the heavenly glory ſurrounded Chriſt at 
his transfiguration, and a voice from hea- 
ven reached the ears of the diſciples, they 
fell on their faces, and were ſore afraid. 
Mar. xvii. 5, 6. And St. Fohn in Rev. 
i. 17. fell down as one dead upon a like 


occaſion. And therefore Elihu empha- 


tically repreſents himſelf as fit to treat 
with 7% upon God's account, becauſe 
he was one like himſelf, 70 xxxiii. 6, 7. 

C _ Behold 
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Behold, T am according to thy wiſh in 
God's ſtead: I alſo am formed out of the 
clay. Behold, my terror ſhall not make 
thee afraid, neither ſhall my hand be hea- 
I upon thee. Hence, when the Son of 
God himſelf vouchſafed to become a pro- 
phet to mankind, as well as a prieſt to 
offer himſelf a ſacrifice; he thought fit to 
take part of fleſh and blood, to become 
bone of our bone and fleſh of our fleſh, 
that he might the more freely and famili- 
arly inſtruct thoſe whom he came to ſeek 
and fave. 

2. In this way God treats us more ſnit- 
ably to a ſtate of trial. Heaven is not. 
opened ſo immediately to our view, by 
the cuſtomary deſcent of extraordinary 
meſſengers from thence, Nor would this 
be ſo becoming a ſtate of trial. It is 
moſt agreeable to ſuch a ſtate to have evi- 
dence ſufficient to induce honeſt minds. 
the right way; but that we ſhould always 
rather "wall by faith than by fight; which 
the Apoſtle obſerves as the difference be- 
tween the preſent ſtate, and that which 
is hoped for, 2 Cor. v. 7. Vet, 

3. There is ſomething in this choice 
peculiarly fit to engage the attention of 
men to their meſſage, that miniſters are 
in circumſtances ſo much the ſame with, 
their 
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their own. It onghrt in reaſon to ſtrike 


you the more, that they who ſpeak to 
you in the name of God, are not them- 
ſelves unconcerned in the meſſage which 
they deliver to you; but they need the 
ſame ſalvation, of which they endeavour 
to make you ſenſible that you ſtand in 
need; they muſt be judged by the ſame 
Goſpel, which they propoſe for your rule; 
they are haſtening off the ſtage of this 


world to appear at the judgment-ſeat of 


Chriſt, as well as you; and therefore are 
concerned carefully to attend to both 
theſe ends together, to ſave themſelves 
and them that hear them. 1 Tim. iv. 
16. This is certainly a circumſtance. ye- 
ry proper to affect. oy 
4. By this means miniſters are prepared 


to treat with their fellow. creatures, both 


more experimentally and ſympathizingly. 
They are tempted, as well as you; have 
a like corrupt heart; and therefore are the 
more capable hh experiece to acquaint 
you with Satan's devices, to help you to 
know the plague of your own heart, and 
to comfort you with the comforts where- 
with they themſelves have been comforted 
of God. 2 Cor. i. 4. Which juſtly in- 
duced Luther to mention Femptation as 
one thing which greatly contributes to 
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make an uſeful miniſter. And though 


obedience and love to God, and good 


will to men might diſpoſe a holy An- 
gel to vigorous cndeavours for ſinners re- 
covery, if God had ſeen fit to employ 
them on that errand ; yet what we pro- 


perly call ſympathy, muſt ariſe from like- 


nels of circumſtances. Atleaſt this muſt 
be ſuppoſed the more eaſily to convince 


you of miniſters tenderneſs and compal- 


ſion for your ſouls, when you conſider 
their caſe as the ſame with your own. 
If there had been nothing diſtinguiſhing 


in this, the Apoſtle would not have gi- 


ven it as a proof of Chriſt's ſympathy 
with us, Heb. iv. 15. We have not an 
High-Prieſt who cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in 


ail points tempted like as we are. 


5. This qualifies them to be more ſuit- 


able and affecting examples, if they ob- 


tain mercy to be faithful and exemplary 
in holineſs. God is our ſupreme 'pat- 


tern; but the dignity of his ſtate and con- 
dition admits not, that he ſhould in ma— 


i1y things be in the ſtrict ſenſe an exam- 
ple to us. Holy Angels, who are not li- 
able now to temptations, are in ſome 
things propoſed to our imitation 3 but 
they arc not in all things adequate ex- 
amples 
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621) 
amples for us to follow in the peculiari- 
ties of our ſtate and condition, as men 
and as ſinners. Chriſt in our nature is 
a perfect example of our duty as reaſon- 
able creatures; but as he was perfectly 
without ſin, he could not directly exem- 
plify our duty as ſinners. But miniſters, 
being men ſubject to like paſſions, and 
even to like ſinful infirmities with other 


people, if really they become good ex- 


amples to their flocks, though they are 


not perfect examples, and muſt not be 


abſolutely followed, yet have this ad— 


vantage, that they are more accommo— 


date to our preſent, ſinful and imperfect 
ſtate in that reſpect, than cven a ſinleſs 
example. e 


I ſhall cloſe with the conſideration in 


the text. 


6. By this means the excellency of the 
power appears more eminently to be of 
God, and not from the inſtruments em- 
ployed. God hereby more illuſtrioufly 
ſecures to himſelf the glory of that pow- 
cr diſplayed in their work. 

His mighty power is glorified in ſhp— 
porting ſuch ſinful, weak and dying crea- 
tures in their work; therefore the A- 
poſtle ſays, that He Would glory in his in- 
firmities, becauſe by occaſion of them 


Chriſt 
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Chriſi made his ftrength perfect in the 
Apoli:c's weakneſs, 2 Cor. xii. 9,10. The 
ſame he inſtances in immediately after the 
text, 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9, 10. V are troubled 
on every ſide, yet not diſtreſſed ; we are 


perplexed, but not in deſpair ; perſecuted, 


but not forſaken ; caſt down, but nat de- 


ſiroyed : Always bearing about in the bo- 


dy the dying of the Lord Feſus, that the 
life alſo of 7 eſus might be made manifeſt 


n our body. 
The divine power is alſo made conſpi- 


cuous by this means in the ſzcceſs of 
their work. If a higher order of beings 


had been employed, though in truth they 
could not change the hearts of men with- 


out divine grace any more than we; yet 


men would be more prone to aſcribe the 
ſucceſs to them, than they can be to a- 
ſcribe it to ſuch weak inſtruments as God 
now employs. God ſecured in this way 
bis own glory in the converſion of ſo 
many 10 Chriſtianity by the firtt preachers 
of it ; in that not many wiſe men after 
the fleſh, not many mighty, not many no- 
ble were called, z. e. to the work of ſpread- 
ing the Goſpel, as the context both be- 
fore and after ſhews the Apoſtle's mean- 
ing to be. But God hath choſen the 
fooliſh things of the world to confound the 

wiſe ; 


( 23 ) 
wiſe; and G od hath choſen the weak things 
of the world to confound the things which 
are mighty: And baſe things of the world, 
and things which are Zeſpiled, hath God 
choſen; yea, and things which are not, 10 
bring to nought things that are. And for 
what end was all this? That no el ſhould 


glory in his preſence, 1 Cor. i. 26,—29., 


And in the tame way God ſtill maintains 
the honour of his grace, and ſhews he 
Goſpel to be his power unto the ſalvation 
of men: That it is mighty through him 
to pull down ſtrong holds, to caſt down 
imaginations and every high thing that 
exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of 
God, and to bring into captivity every 
thought to the obeazence of Chriſt, 2: Cor. 


X. 4, 5. 


And now having gone through the a 
veral parts of the ſubject propoled, it will 
be expected that I ſhould take a particu- 
lar notice of that afflictive Providence 
which hath occaſioned my diſcourſing up- 


on it this day, the removal of your late 
worthy. paſtor, Mr. John Ratcliffe: A 
ncw and affecting inſtance of the ob- 
| ſervation in the text, that the treaſure 
of the Goſpel is in earthen veſſels. 


When the Apoſtle directs the ſurviving 


| Hebrews to remember them that had for- 


merly 


„„ 
merly had the rule over them; or who 
had gone before them, as the ſhepherd 
before his ſheep, co yguerss, who had 

ſpoken unto them the word of God, and 


to follow their faith; it plainly beſpeaks 


it to be a very fit thing, that what was 
good and commendable in faithful mini- 


ſters ſhould be called to remembrance. 
when they are dead and gone, eſpecially 


by thoſe who attended on their miniſtry. 


And therefore it cannot be improper for 


me upon this occaſion to be your aſſiſt- 


ant therein, either from my own know- 


ledge, or the ſure information of thoſe 
who were more fully acquainted with 
him. 

His firſt education was in a way diffe- 
rent from that in which he ſaw reaſon 
afterwards to engage. That gave him 


no favourable inclinations to the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters; but falling providen- 


tially into acquaintance with ſome ſe— 
rious people of that perſuaſion, and be- 
ing led to read ſome of their practical 
writings, particularly Mr. Baxter s Saints 
reſt, ſtrong impreſſions of piety were ear- 
ly made upon his mind ; and farther in- 
quirics ſatisfied him, that they had juſt 


reaſons for their diſſent ; upon which he 


determined to imbark among them, but 
without 
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without any uncharitable cen ſoriouſneſs 
toward them from whom he differed. 
Hereupon, at about cightcen years old, 
he went to a private academy, then of 
conſiderable repute, at Sh: riff-Hale's ; 


N where he agreed with a fellow ſtudent 


to engage in ſuch private exerciſes of de- 
votion, as have ſince been recommend- 
ed to the world by that aſſociate of his, 
the late excellent and learned Mr. Ben- 


| jamin Bennet of Newcaſtle, in his Ora- 


tory. Afterwards he proceeded in his ſtu- 
dies under the care of Mr. Lorimer, Mr. 
Spademan, and Mr. O/dfield near this ci- 
ty. In both theſe places his diligence in 
his ſtudies, and his pious and regular be- 
haviour were conſpicuous. 

When his courſe of academical exer- 
ciſes was completed, he reſided for ſome 


| time in Eſſex; here it pleaſed God to 


ſuffer him to be afflicted with ſome temp- 
tations, and trouble of mind ; a diſci- 
pline, by which God hath frequently been 
forming his miniſters in their carly days 


for greater uſefulneſs afterwards. This 


concern of mind induced him to con- 
ſult by letter ſome eminent miũiſters of 
this city upon the ſtate of his caſe, eſpe- 
cially, Me. Hueſter; and though he re- 
cciyed con ſiderable ſatisfaction from their 
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6260 
anſwers; yet he thought perſonal con- 
verſe the moſt proper way fully to open 
his heart to his friends and to receive their 
aſſiſtance. This induced him to remove 
to London; where by God's bleſſing on 


his upright inquiries, and on the endea- 
vours of the aged and experienced mi- 


niſter laſt mentioned, and of the great 


Mr. Howe, whoſe advices a few days 
before his death, as well as at other times, 
were of great ſervice to him, and of Mr. 
Spademan and Mr. Shower, he arrived at 
a happy ſettlement in his mind. 

He employed himſelf for ſome time in 
this city in the inſtruction of young gen- 
tlemen with good acceptance and ſuc- 
ceſs; but having his heart ſtrongly ſet 
upon the work of the miniſtry, he could 
not ſatisfy himſelf without giving the 
other over, as what he apprehended ſome 
impediment to him in the purſuit of his 
principal deſign ; even before any way 
actually offered for his ſtated ſervice in 
the work of the Goſpel. 

But God ſoon opencd a way for his 
fettlement here. When Mr. Stanch#” 


Was called to reſt from his labours, and 


another worthy perſon, choſen to ſuc- 
ceed him, had thought fit to decline; an 


occaſional Sermon of Mr. Ratchff in 


this 


— — — — 
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Thy. 


this place, turned the thoughts of the 
ſociety to him; and iſſued unexpected- 


ly in a choice ſo harmonious, that, if I 


am rightly informed, there was but one 
diflatisfgd perſon ; and he afterwards 
himſelf as fully 48 as any 


other. 
remember with pleaſure the awe 
and ſeriouſneſs that appeared in his beha- 


viour here at his ſolemn ordination in 
1705; a happy preſage of the zeal and 
fervour, with which he afterwards ap- 
| plicd to his Maſter's work. 


How conſtant and indefatigable he hath 


g been in his paſtoral office among you 
ever ſince, for almoſt twenty three years, 
I. find many of you teſtifying with ho. 
nour; how copious and earneſt and ſeri- 
ous he was in the courſe of his 
ing, dwelling eſpecially on the moſt ne- 
ceſſary and practical ſubjects of reli- 

gion. 


preach- 


But the moſt diſtinguiſhing part of his 


| ſervice, and that wherein God eminent- 
ly owned and honoured him, was his 
| catechetical exerciſe 
1707, and carried on to the year 1715. 
Out of his ardent deſire to do ſervice to 


; begun in the year 


the riſing age, and in purſuit of a ſolemn 
reſolution he had made in the time of 
* his 


( 28) 


his inward trouble, to do his utmoſt in 
oppoſition to the Devil's kingdom, if God 
ſhould give him opportunity for publick 
uſctulneſs ; ; he entered upon this province 
at firſt in a more private way, tqa ſmall 
number in his own houſe, Bit many Þ 
_ appearing diſpoſed to ſubmit to this me- 
thod of inſtruction; and ſeveral publick- | 
ſpiriccd people being deſirous to encou- 
rage and ſpread farther fo very uſeful a 
deſign, he removed the exerciſe to this 
publick place of worſhip, and entirely 
devoted every Monday from five in the 
morning to eight at night for one or ano- 
ther part of the work. 
It might appear tedious to give a minute 
detail of every particular in the manner 
of performance; eſpecially in this place, 
where there are ſo many ſtill living who 
diſtinctly remember it. I ſhall only re- 
mark a few things in the general. His 
catechumens were young perſons of all 
forts, without any diſtinction of parties 
or denominations, if they were but wil- 
ling to receive the benefit of his aſliſt- 
ance. Certain hours in the morning were 
taken up in hearing the younger children 
recite the anſwers of the aſſembly's ca- 
techiſm; thoſe of ſome farther ſtanding 
being employed to hear them, and others 
to 


to take care of preſerving order; and 

an exact account returned of every one's 

proficiency and behaviour. Mr. Ratchf 

afterwards ſpent two hours in examining 

the wy grown upon the parts and ſenſe 
a 


+ of ah anſwer, or more frequently of a 
-text of ſcripture; which he cloſed with 
&- ſome practical inferences from the ſub- 
u- je& then before them, a pathetical ex- 
a bortation ſuited to the capacities and 
is | temptations of childrcy, and an earneſt 
ly E pray er tor them. After dinner, the time 
he | was filled up till five with ſome profita- 
O- | ble and free converſation ; and the eve- 

ning was ſpent in like endeavours for the 
ite good of the other ſex. 
er The numbers thus inſtructed I have been 
ce, | aſſured were no leſs than 10000 within the 


_ years wherein he was thus employ- 
ed); ſometimes there have been no leſs 
ro 2000 preſent on a day, Rewards 
were given according to their feveral 
proficiencies, to induce the children to at- 
tend with pleaſure, and to emulate one 
another in endeavours to improve. A 
ſmall gratuity upon the perfect recital of 
a number of anſwers ; upon farther ad- 
vances Mr. Allazn's Sure Guide and Mr. 
Baxter Call; and a Bible upon their 
exact recital of the whole Catechiſm. 


This 
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This when ſpread among ſo large a 
number, occaſioned a great expence, no 
leſs than 300 pounds a year ; and, as I 
have been informed, four or five hun- 
dred in ſome years; which beſide, the 
ſtated ſubſcriptions of ſome, was defray- # 
ed by conſiderable ſums ſent in from time 
to time by unknown hands. And he was 
fo far from receiving any conſideration 
for all his incredible pains in this work, 
that he ſubſcribed no leſs than 10 J. a 
year to it of his own ; a thing, which 
in the circumſtances of his family I can- 
not think that God required of him; 
though I doubt not but God hath re- 
warded his zeal and ſincere intention; 
and I heartily wiſh may entail a reward 
upon his family for it. 

His ſucceſs was very great; many now 
living acknowledging their firſt ſerious 
impreſſions to have been derived from that 
exerciſe; a conſiderable part of the re- 
maining congregation being the fruit of 
theſe labours; as we may hope many are 
alſo that are gone before him to a bet- 
ter world; and others yet ſurviving, 
Who either adhere to the eſtabliſhed 
church, or attend at other pre of 
worſhip. I 


Theſe 
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Theſe endeavours to fulfil his mini- 


ſtry by doing good both to elder and 


younger, were accompanied with a blame- 
leſs and exemplary converſation; which 
added weight to all the reſt. You are 
witneſſes of the regularity of his conduct, 


the ſobriety and gravity of his life, and 
the pious ſeriouſneſs of his ſpirit, not 


only in the pulpit, but in his free con- 


verſation; and his family are witneſſes 
how he walked before his houſe as a re- 
ligious head of it; as a tender husband, 
a wiſe, an indulgent, and yet a circum- 

ſpect father; what endeavours he uſed 
for the improvement of the minds of 


his children in all that might fit them 


for uſefulneſs in this world and for hap- 


pineſs in the next. 
He had naturally a conſiderable warmth 


of temper; but it very rarely carried 
him into any noted indiſcretions, and 1 


believe never into ill-will to his neigh- 
bour. Indeed he was remarkable for an 
univerſal benevolence, and was formed 
upon truly generous and catholic prin- 


| Ciples. As much as he valued the cate- 


chiſm that is principally in uſe among 
us, as in the main a very uſeful ſumma- 
ry of Chriſtian Principles; yet the bible 


alone Was his ſtandard. This he incul- 


cated 


: — — ——— 


93 * ron 156.44 = ITE en —_ — 
2 , — 22 3 2 
- — - —. — I —— K EE 1 1 = — —— 
* — 3 * 2 7 
* — : — — : — 3m 
tm oamediitncs res —_— ——— a o — ** ax. * 
r „ 


TY "ie . G 2 
Q 2 — 2 
: — — r 41 — — & % — 
2 my WI_—— — „ 2 — _ - 5 8 W's 


— 


manner he could; 
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cated upon children, when he made uſe 
of the catechiſm, as one means of their 
inſtruction, as well as upon all other oc- 
caſions. And as he always expected to 
be allowed his own liberty of judging 
about the ſenſe of his bible in the beſt 


ſo he was far from 
cenſuring others, when their apprehenſi- 


ons differed from his. 


By his.age and the vigour of his con- 
ſtitution beyond moſt miniſters, it might 
have been hoped, that he had many years 
of ſervice to come. But God, in whofe 
hands the times of all are, hath choſen 


by his caſe to ſhew, that though ſome 
_ veſſels are much ſtronger than others, 


yet the ſtrongeſt are ſtill but earthen 
veſſels, and may be rendred unſervicea- 
ble as ſoon as the weakeſt, It pleaſed 
the ſovereign diſpoſer of all things to 
confine him for ſeveral months in a i ate 5 
of languiſhing, and at length to put a 
period to all his labour and ſervice be- 
low in the ffry firſ# year of his age. 
Vet thanks be to God, he was main- 
tained in a happy calm and compoſute 


of mind through the whole exerciſe, and 


enabled to expreſs to thoſe who viſited 
him a chearful reſignation to the divine 
will for life or for death, and a good hope 
of a better life, Be 


w W 
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Allow me now from hs ſubject un- 
der conſideration this day, and from the 


| providence that ledto it, in conjunction, 
to propole a few hints by way of appli- 
MY 


. To all in common, who live under 


he diſpenſation of the Goſpel. 


I beſecch you, ſee to it, that your minds 


be formed to an high value for the Goſpel 
as an ineſtimable treaſure. 
* repreſented ; and ſo it muſt appear to you 
all upon what hath been ſuggeſted in this 
| diſcourſe, if you have a juſt apprehenſion 
of the preſent neceſſities of human na- 
ture. If to ſome it is a ſcumbling- block, 
and to others fooliſbneſs, yet it will be 


So it is here 


eſteemed by a convinced mind the wiſdom 


and the power of God: The glorious 


| Goſpel of the blefſed God; 1 Tim. i. 11. 


The good tidings publiſhed by the God 


| who is ever bleſſed in himſelf, whereby 
he deſigned to diſplay his glory in extend- 
ing mercy to loſt creatures. 


Be very thankful, that while the preach- 
ers of it are one after another going off 
the ſtage, yet you have it always ſafe in 
your bibles, while they remain ; which 
I truſt will be to the end of time: That, 
tho all fleſh is graſs, miniſters as well as 
other 3 yet the word of the Lord 

E endureth 
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endureth for ever. The rule of preach- 
ing, to which the diſciples of Chriſt muſt 


( 34) 


have their laſt reſort, abides the ſame, 
tho' particular preachers, having ſerved 
their generation, fall aſleep, > 
Whenever you attend upon the preach- _ 
ing of the Goſpel, conſider both your 
{elves and thoſe who are employ'd in that 
work as frail and dying creatures. The 


text and the inſtance before you directly 


lead you to think of dying miniſters ; and 


as this is their lot in common with you, it 


ſhould lead you to think of your own 
mortality. Certainly if this plain thought 
were preſent to your minds in every ſer- 
mon you hear, and that you and we muſt 
ſhortly lay down the carthy houſe of this 


tabernacle; it muſt give every ſermon an 


uncommon force. Would not this quick- 


en you to hear, as well as us to preach, 


with more ſeriouſneſs and attention of 


mind, as knowing that we are all upon 


the brink of the grave? Should it not 
diſpoſe you to receive all the benefits you 
can by that miniſtration of the Goſpel 
upon which you attend, to conſider, that 
it is out of the reach either of your or of 
our proſpect, how ſoon our mouths ot 
your ears may be ſtopped} 


What- 


4 
ſtruments employed, be ever ready to re- 
ceive the invariable treaſure of the Goſpel, 
by whatever hands it comes. 

Pray much for them who yet remain in 
the ſervice of the Goſpel. We greatly 
need the aſſiſtance of your prayers, 


It is frequently inculcated upon you 
as your duty in the Goſpel. 


Whatever changes are made in the in⸗ 


4 And your 
- own profit by the miniſtry, is like to be 


in proportion to the frequency and fer- 


vency of your applications to God for that 
purpoſe. 
Finally, in this dying world pray to the 


Lord of the harveſt to ſend out labourers 


into his vineyard; to raiſe up a ſucceſſion 
of ſuch whom he accounts faithful, 


put- 
ting them into the miniſtry, and whom he 
will remarkably own and ſucceed. 

2. Allow me to addreſs to this Chriſti- 
an ſociety in particular. 

Seriouſly call to mind, how many veſ⸗ 


ſels of honour, fitted for the maſter's uſe, 


have been broken in your ſervice: Men 
eminently furniſhed to bring out of their 
treaſures things new and old, and anima- 
ted with zeal for God and love to ſouls: 
The pious Mr. 7 


courageous Mr. Roſewel, the experienced 


Mr. Stanchff, and now another indefati- 
| gable. 


KE 2 


aneway, the lively and 
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gable ſervant of Chriſt and you. Theſe 


things are upon record in the regiſters a- 
bove, and ſhould be ſeriouſly thought of 
by you in this neighbourhood ; for an ac- 
count muſt be given for ſuch talents. 
Carefully enquire, whether the good 
treaſure they brought be yet ſavingly lodg- 
ed in your hcarts: Or whether it is like 
water ſpilt upon the ground, that cannot 
be gathered up again. Be aſſured, that it 


will prove to every one of you either a ſa- 


wour of life unto life, or of death unto 
death. 

Still deſire the ſincere milk of the word, 
that ye may grow thereby, if ye have taſt- 

ed and ſeen that the Lord is gracious. If 

you have had a reliſh of the Goſpel, you 
will {till be ſolicitous for the continuance 
of a miniſtry among you, both for your 
own improvement in the way to heaven, 
and that many may be added to your con- 
gregation of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. 

Be much concerned about the ſettle- 
ment of a proper ſucceſſor among you. 


Pray to God for his direction and conduct 


in this affair; for which I would heartily 
join with you in ſuch a requeſt as that of 
Moſes, Num. xxvii. 16, 17, Let the 
Lord, the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, 
ſet a man over the congregation, who may 
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and of one mind in the affair. 
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go out and in before them, and who may 


lead them out and bring them in; that the 


congregation of the Lord may not be as 


ſheep which have no ſhepherd. I would 
adviſe you, if I may be allowed to do ſo, 
to be as ſpeedy as poſlible in coming to 
a determination. I haye hardly ever 
known it to iſſue in the advantage of a 
congregation to defer long the filling up 
of a i VACANCY : 1 am ſure it hath frequent- 
ly occaſioned no ſmall prejudice. But 
eſpecially endeavour to be harmonious 
May the 
common edification and welfare of the 


ſociety be the principal aim of you all ; 
and be willing to quit a private biaſs for 
or againſt any particular perſon, in com- 


pliance with the prevailing ſentiment of 


the body, as long as you can reaſonably 
hope that the great end may be ſecured. 


And may all of you ſtudy to adorn the 
doctrine which you have been taught by 
a blameleſs and exemplary life. Continue 
in the things which you have learned, 
knowing of whom you have learned them 
and becauſe it may ſo emphatically be 
ſaid of many of you, that from children 


you have known the holy Scriptures. 


3. I cloſe with a few words to the be- 
reaved family of my deceaſed brother. 
3 Conſider 


: — — * — — — _— 
rr 
> - wg 3 4 . - 


wu © - 
" — — - 
85 SIS 2 232. LD. Von 


— — 2 ”. 
6 2 dee N - 


— —— — — 
Fo . — a 7 * 


* 4. _ , p 
— — —ͤ—„— — — 


638) 


Conſider it as reflecting an honous . 


on you, that you ſtood related to ſo uſe- 


ful a perſon ; unleſs you ſhould degene- 
rate from his character, which I hope you 
never will, 

Remember his continued endeavours 
and prayers for your good, and make it 


the buſineſs of your lives to anſwer the 
deſign of them; that his name and me- 
mory may live with luſtre in you. 


Then you may comfort your ſelves with 
this, that tho he is become a broken veſ- 
ſel, yet your husband's and your father's 


God ever lives, and will be your God 


and guide unto death: And you ſhall 
again meet him, whoſe removal you now 


mourn, with everlaſting joy. Which may 


God of his infinite mercy grant thro Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 
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BOOKS Printed for, and Sold by 
John Gray, at the Cyoſß-Reys in 
the Poultry, 


HE Proſperous State of the Chri- 
__ ſtian Intereſt before the End of 
_ "Time, by the plentiful Effuſion of the 
Holy Spirit, conſidered in fifteen Ser- 
mons on Ege. xxxix. 29. Publiſhed 
by the Reverend Mr. John Evans. 


The Office and Work of the Holy 
Spirit in every Age, with reference to 
particular Perſons. Conſidered in ſeve- 
ral Sermons on 7ohn iii. 6. and Gal. v. 


25. Publiſhed by the Reverend Mr. Wil- 
liam Harris. 


Kings called Gods, but die like Men. 
A Sermon occaſion'd by the Death of 
King George the Firſt, and the Acceſſion 
of King George the Second, Preach'd at 
the New Mecting-Houſe in Hackney, Tu: 
ly 2, 1727. By G. Smyth. 
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BOOKS, & 


Doing Good recommended from the 
Example of Chriſt. A Sermon preach d 
for the Benefit of the Charity- School i in 
Gravel. Lane, Southwark, Fan. 1727.8. 
To which is added an Anſwer to an Eſſay 
on Charitj- Schools, by the Author of the 
Fable of the Bees. By Samuel Chandler. 

4 Funrrah Sermon occaſion d by the 
Death of Mr. John Corniſh, who departs: 3 
this Life Nopem. 28. Preached De 
ber 10, 1727. By e Bayes. 
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